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A Washiogtoon disputch says: There is a
movemeot oo foot amooyg sowe of the Demo-
cratic members of the House to counduct all
sessions of the various committees openly, and
graot admittance to sach persoos as may have
business before them. Such a wmove, if sue-
ccssfully endorsed and ordured by the House,
would have a most salutary effect. It is a no-
torious fact that all the stupendous land graots
and jobs gencrally which are rushed through
Congress, are first maripulated in cowmictens,
There are very few mewbers of Coogress who
are industrious enough (o specially look up and
keep thewmselves posted oan all features ot leg-
islation, Heretolore the custom has beeo to
usvally take the repert of a committec as an
endorsement of the measure it might preseot
tothe House. Heaee, lobbyists ad their ageuts
muke their first point of attack with the com-
mittee, knowing that it they secure a wajority
of the members compusiog the one with which
they are operating, it wiil be assumed ia the
House as a quasi endorsem:nt of their inter-
ests. Such a procedure oo the part of the
House would also restrain the lobby, to some
extent, from dovating to commitice roows the
coodiments which give opportunity for Ligh
feediog. It is painful to state, but the fact is
that several of the committee rioms of the [ast
House were pothing more nur less thao free
bar rooms, opeo to such as were provided with
or who could borrow a kty to guin adwmiitsoce
to the decanters and bettles,

The subjeet of che retrocession suit was be
fore the Legislature, oo Saturday, whes the
Speaker laid before the House a message frow
the Governor eoel ising a cowwuonicstios from
Attorney Geoeral Dauviel, which calls the at-
tention ol the Legisiature to the cuse of Phii-
lips v, Payoe, a sait iostituted to have the re
trocession of Alexandria county by the Uited
States to Virgivia, declared to be uocoustitu-
tional, as a portion of the populution of that
county are disaffected to the State, and desire
to come agaio uoder the jurisdiction of the
United States; also, to the cass of the Uuited
Stites va. Russell and Scott, and United States
vs. Black, the defendants being citiz ns ot Pe-
tersburg, and judges aod registrars of muoici-
pal election who are uoder indictment for al-
leged violation of the Kutoreement aot. These
three cases are peodiog in the Supreme Court
of the Uvited States, and Attoraey Geoeral
Daoiel submits the question whether the io-
terests of the State should not be represented
by ber counsel. The subject was reterred.

The Supreme Courtof Appeals, on Situr-
day, refused the petition for an appeal from a
decree of the Circuit Court of Fauquier in the
case of Bolliog vs. Armistead and others. The
Special Court ot Appeals, about two years ago,
gave judgmect io favor of Lersoer, aud the
Cirenit Court of Fauquier directed the eom-
missioners to make the titleto the Bollingbrook
snd Beo Lomaod estates to Lersoer, From
that order Boliing ecd avored to take an ap-
peal, in which he was upsuecessful. He hus,
however, been sucee:sful in the case belore the
Supreme Court of the United States, wlere it
will stick for some time to come.

Mr. Heory W. Elliott, of the Smithsonian
Institate, sod lately a special commissioner of
the Treasury Departwent wiil in January next
appear before the Sepate Committee oo Terri-
tories to give his views as to the propriety of
eoforcing civil governmenot in Alaska. Mr.
Eiliott expresses himself as decidedly opposed
to the bill iotroduced last week tor that pur-
pose by Senator Mitehell, and io favor of the
adoption of the Sargent bill, the c¢ff et of which

would be to revive and complete the statutes of

1868, which Mr. Eiliott considers amply suffi-
cicot to protect the interes's of the Territory.

Some of the county Commounwealth’s attor-
peys say that there is an urjust diserimination
made by existing law agaiost them and in fay-
or of prosecuting atlorneys io citics. The las-
ter get pay in criminal cascs, whether they
coovict or not, and the former's pay is ooly
evntingent oo convietion, The Legislature will
be asked to change the law.

The Centennial question, that is the propo
sition to voto §10 000 from the State Treasury
io aid of the Philadelphia Fair next year, is
now under coosideration by the Finance Com-
mittee of the House of Delegates. So far Hun,
F. W. M. Holladay, Centennial Commissioner,
and Gen. Jos. R. Anderson, and Geu. Imbo-
den, have spoken in favor of the proposition.

It will hardly do for N.ow York city to ap-
peal to the country for the $100,000 necessary
to place the colossal stutue presented by Franee
to America in position at the entrance to her
harbor. The gift is one which adorns and
beoefits that city in a direct way, and she should
pay the experse if she has the glory.

The offering of an ameudment to the Consti-
tution by Mr. Morton is an encouraging symp-
tom that Mr, Morton has fouud out that the
Uaited States has such ap iostitution,

The Graod Ryal Arch Chapter of Virgicia
adjourned Friday night after a harmovious
session. Wm. H. Lawbert, of Alvxandria,
was elected M. K. High Priest.

The daily cost, per head of the inmates of
the peoitentiary io 1866 and 1867 under Rud-
cal rule, 55 cents; in 1875, under Democratio
Conservative auspices only 14 cents |
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‘In Baltimore,"on Salurday"ﬁn_urniug, Arch-
bishop Bayley ordained P, J. Moore, of Nor-
walk, Conn., for the Diocese of Richmond.

The Transportation Convention, in session
in Chicago, on Friday adopted a series of reso-
lutions calliog for a law providing tor the ap

pointmert of a Board of Railway Commission-
ers, with powers similar to those of the Massa-
chusetts Railway Commissioner; agaiost stock
ivflttion; prohibiting represcutatives of the
people from acting as apents or attorneys in
cases where the public interest is involved; re-
quiring. public carriers to receipt for a quantity
o' a commodity and to deliver the sawe at its
destination; providing for a uniform classifica-
tion of merchardise, and forbidding the print-
ing of cooditions oo bills of lading desigued to
evade respousibility, and for a common law or
conditional provision against railroad compe-
tition. The resolutions also provide for the
appoiotment of an exceutive committee wbose
tusigess it shall be to disseminate information
for the purpose of procuring legislation on the
matter of transporlation by the cheapest means
possible.

Lieutenant Weyprecht, who was with the
Austro-Hungarian aod German expeditions,
has well said “‘that the Polar regions offer, in
certain important respeots, greater advantages
than any other part of the globe for the obser
vations of patural phenomena—magoetism,the
aurora, meteorology, geology, botany and 2z
slogy.

]

A Freoeh writer who seems to be minutely
acquaioted with the coostitution of the Sucz
Canal Company asserts that the shares which
the Eaglish Goveroment has acquired eoufer
o right ol voting as long as the dividends are
suspended.

Louisiapa is settivg up as a rival to Flwida
io tbe vrange business, and large quautities of
Iruit are beiog daily shipped from that State
to the North and West.

The Court of Appeals oo Saturday adjourned
to mect oo the 5th of Javuiry, when a new
(Crm comMmences.

EDITORIAL NOTYS.

The bastles of Asia are fought in Buropean
councils,

Senator Morton is universally known as the
“bloody shirt'" candidate for the Presidency.

The detinition of the word “woral” has
been the subject of debate iu the Mexican
Coogress.

A weurizd young lady hastened the depar-
turc of a tedivus caller by remarking, as she
looked out of the window, 'L thiok we are
going to have a beuutiful sunrise.”

The petition fil:d by Coogressman Randall
for the repeal of the Check Stimp uet was
sigoed with 30,219 cames, auvd was an cighth
of a mile loog.

Rev. C. C. Bittiog, D. D., is to lecture
b-fore the Kuights Templar of Fredericksburg
on opext Thursday night. Subject: Travels
Through the Holy Laod.

The writers of seusitional novels have a new
“wrinkle.”” Let them put the villian of their
tale oo board of a vess:| earrying a box of dyna-
mite, with a clock apparaius attached, by
means of whicha vessel may be blowa to pieces
in mid ocean,

Wige is perhaps cheapest in the most tem-
perate country io the world—the rural part of
Tuscany; and druokeoness is less in Muaich,
where beer ruos like water, thao io Loodou,
where it costs, of the same quality, three times
the sum,

The Eoquirer goes io fir the six year single
term ameodmeat, aod wisely, says: ‘A Presi-
d=ot who uaderstood that he could not be re-
elected would devote his term of official life to
the study of statesmaoship, in-tead of the
trickery of' polities. He would have ooly him-
self and the people to serve, and he could best
serve himselt’ by serving them.”

Bishop Haven, in his letter to the Tribuoe,
anpounces that he has excellent reason for be-
lieviog taat the Catholies desire *‘to make the
Pope President.” Qo which the World re-
marks : This is a terrible plot, truly, since it
icvolves nothing less than getting the Pope,
who is well oo in years, boro agaio on American
soil.  What a clever thiug it is, therefore, in
Bishop Gl to have hit upon a master stiroke
for couotering it, by the simple process of
making the President Pope.

C. & O. CanarL —President Gorman, of
ibe Chesapeake and Ohio Capal, has beew dis-
chargiog a large nuwber of his employees re-
cectly, aod the Williamsport Pilot remarks th:t
he ““has commenced the work of retrenchment
aod buug hole economy at the first blust of winter,
and dariog the past week bas discharged eight
wen, lour from each company boat of this di-
vision, and we presume the same thiog has
tikeo pluce along the eotire live.”” LThe Pilot
turther says @ **And there is oot wmore thao six
laborers oo each boat, that leaves but two, To
us this seems outrageous, for instead of dis
charging hands he ought to be hiriog them,
for the canal is badly io oeed of repuirs, aod
vow when the water 1s tuken off, which will
be in a few days, is the vnly chance to make
repairs.  Bvery other President exeept A. P.
Gurman had baods at work during the wioter
repairivg and cleaning out the canal. Bur
Purloio thioks different. Lt he pays out wooey
to laborers during the wiater, and therchy
beips to keep cowtortable, poor suffering Lu-
wavity, he will not have the moaey at once to
pay off thar coupon for which he gets bis per
cestage.  While the capal laborer suffers and
the canal goes t) destructiou, be, the 1ocubus,
i urishes,

Loupouy Cousty SurreERErs.—Dauring
the existence of the lute civil war the citizens
of Loudouo cousty, Va., suffered damages to
their property to av extent probably not cqual-
led by aoy other in the State, and for the rea-
sou that both armies were contipuously ope:
rativg withia its limits, An imgortanc bill,
jwoktng to the relief of sueh sufferers, has been
introduced iu the Sevate, It gives the vawes
ui sowe two bundred claimauts, desiguating
the amouuts which each ougbt to receive,
raugivg from ten to *en thousand dollars. The
ugluruiubc of the sum asked for tuots up §199,-
238.2

Dunean, Sherman, & Co.

New Yorx, Dce. 20.—Dugean, Sherman &
Co., were adjudicated involustary bavkrupts
ou Seturday on ‘a petition filed by Carter &
Katou, attorueys, and signed by over two huo-

{ dred creditors, whose claims aggregate $2,168,-

000. The acts of bavkraptey were forty days
suspepsion of commeraial paper aod tatlure to
pay a depositor.

A dispatch réceived at the Br_ilisb War Of

fice f[rom the Governor of the Straits settle-

ments says the Malayans have retreated to the
juogly, and the troops are pursuiog them, with

what resuit is nof yet known,

NEWS OF THE DAY,

T ahow the very age and body of the Times."

Generzl Morionrs has arrived at Sactander
to assume comiuand of the Alfousist farees in
(uipuzeea,

A party of Mcxican cattle thicves erossed
the Rio Gravde pear San Felipe recently, and
sucoeeded in running off cight huodred head
of eattle and fisty horses, 'T'he citizeng ure or-
zauizing into cowpanies, and threaten to eross
the river.

The steamer Salier, which replaced the Mo-
sel, sailed frow Southamptoo yesterday, aftter
taking o board sixty passengers of the wreek-
cd steamer Deutseblaud?” The German Coosul
at Southawptoon assured the passengers that
the most rigid exawination had been made of
the Salier's cargo,

The United States express car oo the St
Louis, Kansas City and Northern traio was eo-
tered Saturday moroiog by masked robbers,
who locked up the express messenger io a
package chest, broke open the safe, aund siole
about $12.000, There is no elue to the rob-
bers.

The Republican party have an ecxcontive
committee composed ol one person frow each
State. A few years ago Heory H, Wells, jr.,
was appointed 1o represent Virginia in said
comwittee. Havicg rewoved his residence ke
has beeo requested to resign his wewmbership
of said cemumittee.

The Cubau insurgents have been guite active
recently.  Quo the 100h instaut they buraed Jhe
towa of Jequey Grande, and oo the 12¢h they
stopped u train of stventeen curs louded with
provisiuos aod awwuuition, within a wile of
Valmaseda’s cawp, sud after helpiog thew-
selves to what they wanted fired the taln,

There are uo pew developments in regard to
the Chiicago Whiskey Ring, avd all ioquiries
at the Treusury Departmeant have thus far fail-
ed to elicit uny information us to what further
tovestigations have been in=t:buted to unuurt_h
the frauds.  General Bubeoek did not put io
av appearance at St. Louis oo Siturday, but
his counsel were before the court, and after
sowe diseussion, votice wus vrdered to be serv-
ed on Bubeock to appear and pload osthe 11th
of Juuusry,

Adviees frow Japan to the 25th ultimo say
thut the Mikado aod his Govervmcnt have tri-
uwphed over the revolutionists who wished to
iovolee the country in war, A burgliry had
teen cowwiited ut the United States Consu-
fate, @ crusidirabie amount of property havicg
hevy stolen. The Pekivg Gz tie publishes a
deeres requirivg forcivoers travellivg in the
Chioese pruvioees to toke out passports, A
baod of piriies recontiy wade an uttack on the
Dutch fort aud Resideney 4t Mipando, Uelebes
I-lauds, but were ropuised alier guttivg the
nouse uf the R sideur,

Grant's Char I anid State ‘.\*o\'("lty.

The Richmoend Metnodise lpmscopal clergy
are yet giviog their “views'' ia opposition to
Bishop Haven’s oomivation of Gew. Graot.
The Rav, J, J. Latferty, ooe of the editors of
the Richmond (bristian Advocate, says:

As for taxing church property, this recom-
mendation was made in mulice to the Catholics,
They nre Democrats in the miin. Grant turned

muking ol
turned out they had a permit to capture the
“rebel” tu.es; but they were not dividing with
the futher, Jesse Granl, as wus nominsted in
tho bond. The contract hetween the Jews and
Jesse was published. So the good of the ser-
vice marched the Israelites to the rear. To pre-
vent ‘'scquestration, without constitutional au-
thority and bloodshed,” of churches, Grant
wishes these religious places taxed. Taxing
property, as tha President knows, coes not keop
off “'sequestration without eonstitutional wuthor-
ity.” When they want McClosiey stufl’ thoy
will save the nutiun's life again by transfusing
the Curdinsl's property in Leeir pockets. The
President prophecies worse wic.edness in high
places in the future. He thinks the *‘contem-
plation of 80 vast & property’ will turn this na-
Lion into sacri.igious thinves. The next genera-
tion will not be bummers. The gratitude for
the Gospel ant the foar of the gallows will save
theze sacred pluces from plunder, I hope. 1
don’t believyin tuxing chureh property. Sheri-
dan, in vandalism, destroyed the instruments of
husbandry. Shall a civilized State sear the
breasts of charity 7 Such a “finance’” would in-
dict the Sermon on the Mount as u lecture with-
out license. Tax the Gosp=l? The lame would
kick the lellow to » jelly who attempts to stop
the hot spout with # chunk of ice.  The rich can
pay taxes on chuwieh property How about the
missionary chapels in the Blus Ridge? Who
has the cheek Lo propose to soll the pittance paid
the preacher in thint rugged tract for the bencfit
of fat State officinls on high salaries? What
footpad is sche ing to rob the Gospel going to
the peor? The church pays her tull quots of
taxes in the prevention of crime, aud the
“eosts.””  Aboul the constitutional umendment
forbidding any ‘‘religious’’ utterancein a public
school room, we sre not quite “'pugsan’ nor
“atheistic,”” to need that now. uven must
have soured Grant on “religion.” The Boston
bishop bus only fiy-blown hiz own churen—not
religion.

Rev. A, C. Bledsoe, Rev. H. C. Cheatham
aod Rev. P, A, Petersou also express thew-
selves in accord with the Rev. Mr. Luff.riy.
If the mivisters cootinue thus to eolighten us
in the pulpit on Suodays and in the newspa-
pers during the weck their congregations
ought to raise their sularies,

EXTENSION OF THE CHESAPEAKE AND QHIO
CANAL—OQu the 16¢h iustaut there was a weet-
ing at Westeroport, Md., of delegates from Al-
leghaoy and Gurrett counties, und from Mio-
eral coun'y, io West Virgiota, The obicet of
the conveution was ts muture a plan for ex-
teudiog the Chesapeake and Ohio capal o
Savage river,  James Purk, of Bartoo, Md.,
presided.  Addresses were made by Patrick
Hamumill, Horace Resley and Alfred Spates.
I'be foliowing resoludons were uonagimously
adopted:

Resolved, That this couvestion appoint a
cowmwitiee of five perscus trom Alleghuny and
three from Garrete counties of Maryland, apd
ove cach from Migeral, Hurdy avd Grant evun-
tics of West Virginia, to prepare un address
embodyiog the views apd wistes of this ein-
vention for presentitivn to the Legislature of
Muiylaod aod the Coogress of the Uuited
States, askiog aid iv the eonstruetivo of this
improvewent; aod be ic further

Resived, That said committee shall, if they
decm it judicious nod proper, appoiol voe or
more of their vumbier to represent this ioterest
vetore Congress aud the Lo gisiature of Marg-
laud at the preseot session,

L accordance with these resolutions the fol-
lowing vamwed gentlemen were seleeted us such
committee : Aliexhany—Col, James M. Schley,
Col. Horace Resley, G, W. Kirdow, Jobo S.
Grove, Jumes Vark; Garreu—William H,
Baroard, P. Hewwin, Aodrew Mulleo; Min-
crul—Uol. Joho . Wood; Graot—William L
Browos; Hurdy—!'bomas Masliv,

Mr. Willisw 1. Brown, of Grant county,
gave a0 lnteresting statement of the coal meas-
ures of the seetion the ext.usion will open.

The followiog are the Disirict Deputy Grand
Musters appointed by Graod Master Taliaterro,
of the Grand Lodge of Virgima, A., F. &
A, M.

No. 1, Joseph Hopkins, Alexaudria,

No. 11, W. A. Fiske, Pitsmonth.

No. 12, James A, Scolt, Ashiand.

Ne. 14, 8, 8, Neill, Berryville, Clarke
couety. !

No. 15, Aodrew Broadus, Luray, Page
county. -

No. 21, Jobn R. Spillman, Warrenton,

No, 22, R, 8, Ubew, Fredericksburg,

the Jews out of his enmp under pretense of their !
with coutrnband eotton, when it !

LETTER FROM RICAMOND.

Who FPut Johuston Through?—Re-
trenchment and Reform—A dittle
Fup--The Philadeiphia Centenninl--
Retrocession, eie.., etr,

[Correspondunce of the Alexundria Gazette.].

Ricumonp, Dee. 19, 1875,
Of course now thut the Seoatorial fight is
over there are wombers of mewbers of both
houses who elaim tiie bonor of putting John-
stoo through. Now the geotlemen who really
did the work are Sepator Queseuberry and
Hon, R. A. Coghill, and of course they bad
supporters, but they were the men who led in
the fight. Coghill especially deserves the
credit, -as all was chaos uotil he went into it
aod restored order therefrom.

Ex-Governor Leteher’s retrenchment and
reform resolutions afforded much fun to sowe
ol the members of the Sepute yesterday. M,
Allan moved to amend by addiog to the reso-
lution the following : **T'he relative cost of coul,
rent, cotton, caudlus, bread, baeso, weats, mo-
lasses, veal, vegetables, coal oil, gas, servants
hire, wine and whiskey, aod dry goods, iu the
years 1860 and 1875.""

So you see even the portly and stately Sena-
tors will have a little child’s play by way of fun
sometimes. Let the wearied wind uubeund.

Mr. Smith, o1 Nelson, also-aweoded by in-
sertiog the Guvernor’s department,

The bill for an appropriation of $10,000 to
the Pbiladelphia Centenvial was brought up
by Mr. Cuchran, yesterday, io the Senate, and
he mude an ineffectual effort (o get it read a
seeoud time. Lots of members crawled out
about that time and dodged the gquestioo,
which sets thew righe on the reeord,

The Speaker laid betore the House a mes-
sage frow Attoroey Geoeral Daviel, whick
calls the atteution of both houses to the ease of
Pbidips vs. Payoe, a suit ivstituted to have

Uuited States to Virgioia declared to be un-
coustitutional, 18 a portion of the population of
that cuuuty are disaffected to the Stute, aod
desire to come agaiu under the jurisdietion of
the United States; also the case of the Uniged

the retrocession of Alesandria cousty by the |

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Hecciver-
ship—Motion to Dismiss FProceed-
ings.

A special term of the United States Cireuit
Court was to have been beld in this city at 10
o'clock this woruing for the purpase of hearing
drgument upon the motion to dismiss all pro-
ccedivgs in that court io the case of A, F.
Richards aod others, boodholders and ereditors
ugalost the Uhesapeske and Olio Riiiroad
Cowpaoy, oo the ground that some of the
vlaintiffs and delendants in the case are resi-
deuts of the same State, (New York) which
ract it is claimed ousts the jurisdiction of the
United States ecurt,

At the request of Mr, William M. Kvarts,
counsel for the railroad com pany, Judge Bond
invited Chief Justice Waite to assist him st
the hearing, in the absence of . udges Hughes,
whose illness prevents his attendiog upon the
court, aod at 10 »'clock the Chief Justice and
the counsel for the varivus ioterests involved
io the suit aod wany members of the legal
fraternity assembled in the eourt roow, but
uwiug to the absence of Judgs Boud the Chief
Justice announced informally that be had tel-
egraphed to9 him, aud that Judge Bood could
ootarrive befure 1 o’clock, at which time the
court would reassemble, and a recess was thean
l:-'kt.'ﬂ.

The mugoitude of the interests involved in
this case wuke it ooe of more than ordioury
votice, sud the Supreme Court will doubtless
fivally be required to pass upoo the intricate
questioos of State and Fuderal juris lietion
which the issucs iovolve,

The emiveot counsel ¢ogag-d, representing
the various interesis, are the Hon, William M.
Evarts, of New York, and Judge Rouerte o,
of Charlottesvilie, Va,, for the rulroad eiw-
pany; Judge Suipman and Mr, Muaclariand,
of New York, for the trust.es of the rs: wort.
gage siX per cent, bonds, represeoting fifteen
wilitucs of boods; Judge Stores, of Now Yurk,
for the trustees of th- seven per ceut. wortrage

vs. Black, the deleodants beiog citizens of
Petersburg sod judges and registrars of wuni-
cipal election, who are uoder indictweat for
ulleged violation of the Ealoreem»ut set, These
three eases are peoding 1o the Suprewe Court
of thie United Stat:s, aud Attorucy General
Daoviel subwits the question whether the in
terest of the State should vot e represented
by her couusel. The messare was reforred,

The Stuart Opie cuse was agaiv before the
Huuse, yesterday, and after wuch discussion
wus aeut back to the poople.  This is sbout
the proper way 10 mapuge such esses, and 1
expect the Sepate Commwitiee on Privieges
and Eeetion, before whow the cleetion ease of
Kuight vs. Jobiosou is peodivg, will do like-
wise or give the seat to Kuigit. :

Yosterday was big day 1o both Houses, as
you will sce Ly the reports of the proecedings.

STRONGBOW,
LEGISLATIVE.

Io the Sepate prayer by Lev, M Steele.
House joiut resoludon appoisting a speeiul
joiut committee to asesrtalu cthe expenses of
| Goverowent was read, and led to a loog de-
bate. The resolution embraces withio its seope
every speeies of expeose to which the State is
put. iocluding even the State's prison, A bill
was iutrodueed authorizing the town of Fred-
ericksburg to issue boud- to redeew ter wste-
war debt.  Svoate jnut resolutive agrecivg to
amendweots t: the Constitution of Virgioia w
relereuce to the elective Iranchise and qualif
eutious fur office, aod coucerning the legislative
departwent, was also reported.

Lu the House, Rev. H. A, lupper prayed.
The Speaker laid before that body o wessage

Assembly a comwumeation frow the Atwroey
General in relation ts certalo suits 00w pendiing
in the United States courts, relstiog to the re-
trocession of Alexavdria to the Disiriet of Co-
lumbia, o which the Swte of Virginia is
devply iuterested, and asked that the subjeet
should receive the prowpt aud eareful consid
cration of the Legislature.  Reshiations were
introduced amending the eade 1o veference to
cowmwissivuers iu chaveery, sud authoriziag the
bourd of supervisors of Elzabeth City enanty

court house aod jail of said county. A petition
Irow Frederick couoty asking the repeal or
wodification of the tax oo dogs was referred,
Au account sl e rtain proceedings o the Red-
eral courts, ioterestiog to Virgivia, wus frans-
witted from the Attorney Geoeral, throngh the
Govervor.  The coutested eleetion case vl Qpie
vs. Stuurt was theo tuken up, and variously
debated. By a vote, the House finally resolved
to remand the election to the people of Au-
gusta,

Postmaster of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Iu its notice ef the officers of the new Con-
gress, the Washington Capitol of yesterday
says

“The poor gentleman selec'ed to fill the re-
sponsible position of postwaster bas becn the
wost uohappy, He seemws to be an inuoceot,
practical sort of wun, aod as he was eleciod us
the wost fiv to fill the josition, he proceeded
to select subordinates from the same coosidera-
tion. He was driven to tike, of course, those
he knew best, aud these happened o be sbout
the anocicot city of Alexandria, Va. Had a
thupder storm developed into a shower of
quails on toast aud mannua, whatever that was
—buckwheat cakes, we suppose—in that ven-
eruable repository of respectable deeay, it could
vot have more astonished that avimated eomn-
tery. Weare told that oo a eeriain day the
train  {frow Richmond arrived io Alcxan-
dria, aod the passengers were awazed to find
no porters, truckweu, ticket agouts or loafers.
The depot was a desert waste. Wendioge their
melancholy way along the strects, they fuund
the town like the depot, deserted. The strect
lamps were uolit, the driukivg shops were
closed, the hotels appeared like those of Uar-
thage wheo Marius, carpei-sack io haod,
sought a vight's lodgiog, At lust, woodering
whether a plague had swept aver the place,
these Virginia gentlemen, bound for Washing
too and office, fonud oo 2 coruer an ex:Uonled-
erate, Who, in sustaiciog the lost cause, had
parted with both legs, As our human: Goy-
eroment gives legs ooly to those who fought
uoder our flag, this uofortusate was muking
but slow progress oo his stumps towards the
oational capital.  Qu beirg asked what bad so
strangely depopulaied Alexuandria, he said the
entire peopie had goue over to tak: offise ua-
der the new postwaster of the House, He was
biwself prowised a place as messcuger or wail
carrier, and boped o reach Washincton some
time this year. This is, of course, uo exue-
geration, as wo believe Alexandrin has ooly
half enough able-bodied men 1o fill the places
io the pustoffice of the House. Be this, how-
ever, us it way, we bave faith io the postmas-
ter of the House. Heis a good tellow,  Aud
it is scarcely worth while rowiow vwer lus se-
lections, cootrary to the geographical patroo-
age, wheo the House itself took the jeading ol
ficers from three adjoining States.”

A Berlio telegram says the real name of
I'owpsov, the Bremerhaven murderer, was
Aiexaoder, and that be was respectably coo-
vected in New York. -

¥ e ¢
The steamer L' Aweriqu :, which was disabled
oo the voyage from New Yok to Havre, ar
rived at Queenstown on Baturday night in tow
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States vs, Russel uud Scott, and Usited States |

from the Guvernor, trapsmittingty the Gooeral |

to borrow woney to repair avd rebuild the !

bouds; Fraueis L. Swith, esq., of this city,

represeatiog $150,000 of boads ; Judge Cruwmp

P and Jus. Adred Juoes, esqu, of Kie imond, for

| suudry creditors and boodholders; aud Judge

| Marshall and Colon«! Johu Howard, of Rich-

| word, representing ivterests of various partivs
advers: t the motion to dismi-s,

A brict outline of the history of the litigation
[ fo1ts prosest stage as furoishivg the bouodary
j1o the questions in controveisy is as follows:
1 Qu Ociuber 9. 1875, A, I, R.enards and others,
cereaors and  bondholders, Bled 2 bill o this
| court allegiog th losoiveney of the o Hupany,
¢ bruyice that it be tursed uver t0 a ree-iver,
and Heory Tysou was accordingly nppoioted
tewporary receiver, sud the case set for hear-
ing st Richuiond as to the appoiotment of per-
maneut roeeiver. Belore the hearing, sundry
| other ereditors and boudholders filed their pe

tutiens, praying to be made pardies to the suit,
among others the State of Virginia becoming a
party, and o the 224 of October the euse agaio
eaw vo lor hearivg i Richmond before J udge
{ Boud, at whick tme most of the plaiotifis
 asked that Geo. Willisws (. Wickhaw be ap
| porated recuiver in the place of My. Tyson, the
{ Stat: of i
{ Major Carrivgron, of Richwouod, when the
court tovk tiwe to consider the several apylica-
tioos until the 30th of Oetober, at which time
| Tysou wis appuinted perwanent recciver by
( the court.  Before the appointment was made,
| howeser, the defendants wmade 2 motion,
! through their couusel, Mr. Evarts, at R.ch.
| moud, to dismiss the eause, on the eround
that the Uuited States courts have no jurisdie-
{ tion, because the parties 1o the suit are resi-
uents of the same Stats, (New York) and oot
of differens States, whieh is the ground of Fed-
eral jurisdiciion io this case. The counsel for
tie pionfts, Judge Suipman, adwitted the
waot of juiisdietiou, und asked that they be
tallowed 1o withdraw the case from the United
| States eourt, The eourt took time to eonsider
| thie wmotion, avd fxed the heuriug{ for to-day,
and upon the sueg stion of Mr., Evarts Judge
Bood requested the Chiel Justice to sit with
liim ae the hearing of the motion, to which the
Chief J ustice assented.

Peudiug the deeision of the question of juris
diciiou of the United States court the same
eredl ors, who, 10 eoujunction with the railroad
¢ mpany, are adverse o the appuistment of
Mr. I'yson as receiver, filed ancther bil, like-
wise praying fur a reeciver,in the Cirenit Court
of Virgivia at Richwoud, avd Judg: Wellord,
actiog upon the applicstion. appoioted Geo,
Williams C. Wickbam, the forwer president
ol the roud, the receiver to eoter upon the dis-
charge ol his duties when he might lawfully
de so; aod if the Cireuit Court of the Uvited
States decides that it bas no jurisdiction, Geu.
Wickham will enter upoo the diseharg: of his
dutics by virtue ot his appoiotwent from Jadge
Welford,

At 2 v'clock the court reassembdled, Judee
Boud, who bad been d:layed by an interrup-
tion ¢) the treio, having arrived.

. L. Swmout, exq., representing Mr. New-
cower, Mr. R, C Suwith, and Ca%oline Dyer,
buudholders to the amouot of $9,300, submit
ted a petition oo their part praying to be made
parties plaintff i1 the cause, which was graot
ed. The petitiouers in these cases prefer Tysou
as receiver,

Fravcis L. Smith, esq., said that before the
arguwent upoo the case commenced he desired
to present the petition of Aason Baugs, a cred-
itor, who bolds $146.000 of the company's
boeds, and asked leave o fil: the petition.

The Chief’ Jusice requested Mr. Swmith to
rcad the petition, after readiog which M.
Evarts said these questioos wouald all arise upoo
the arguaweunt, It the court had oo jurisdiction
it could enter no ord.rs in the cause,

Mr. Howard, of Richwond, desired to pre-
seot the peution of a judzwent ereditor, Mr.
Schmuek, whose c'aim is $100,000.

The Chiet Justic: said all the claims would
be beard tigether,

The Chicl Justice said that the motion be-
fore the court is to dismiss the procedings,
and counsel in favor of that motion wouid be
beird first, and those resistivg the wmotion
aftersurds.

Mr. Evarts, counsel for the company, then
opeued the argumeot 10 favor of diswissing
the procecdings iv the United States Cour.
He claimed that the parties to the suit should
have due potice of the applicatiou of the
varicus parties who now desire to be made
parties to the suit. He criticised the Jag-
¢usge ot the petition that wmiscalled 1he
pluinnff’s biil to foreclose the mortgage a ered-
tzor's bill, and ealled attention to the distine-
tion between the two,  Mr, Evarts srgued at
leugth that the plaiotiff had control over bis
aase, and could diswiss it at pleasure ; that the
pluiutiffs were ealoreins their mourtzag:, and
sbould their riclits be controlled by others
whose rights do vot so arisc? He referred to
toe recent Usited States statuce to show that
it is the duty of the eourt to dismiss the cause
where 1t appears that the court hss no juris
diction, and to authorities to show that eveu
tiough the plainiff and defendnt desired the
court to retaio jurisdiction where it held cooy,
the deeree in such a case would be s oullity.
The ¢.urt ean make oo order where it had on
jurisdierion,

Judge Robertson and Judge Storrs explain-
ed the relations the parties to the suit bear to
each otherio respect to the various WOrtgag:s
upon the rosd aud the peeessity of introducing
10to the cause these pariies detendant. whose
1atroiuction oust the jurisdiction of the Upited
States ecourt,

Mr, Evarts then concluded his argument,

of the Ville de Brest,

an! was foliowed by Mr. MacFarland on the
same side, who quoted from Supreme Court

Virginia askiog the appointweut of

—— Ty

authoritics to <liow that the tris: e
gage trust are pecessarily ¢ontro hin
the suit,

The following are the wortguee deeds 1
the Chesapeake and Ohio R itrond .y 150 1]
lug aed wosatisficd: Decd of trust £ om tie Vir.
gioia Certra! Railroud Compaay to the Bourd
of Public Works of Virginia to secur. 2100,
000, April 1850,

Same to MccFarland to sceure $1 al0,000,
Juoe 2. 1854,

Suuie to Juho B Youne and Ro't R. Howi.
so0n 9 seeure $300 000, February S, 1866,

The Chesapeake andé Qhio Railro:d Com
pany to Calhows, Duanean, O:toa, Mrary, to
seeure $10,000,000  OQciobe. 1, 1865,

Chesapeake and Oh.o Railroad Company to
Poilo C, Calhown, W. K. Kitehen, to secure
$15,000.000. O:taber 1. 1872

Chesaprake aod Olio Raitroad Company to
Wm. R, Duvean and Philo €. Caltown, to
provide a yeurly siokiog fund of $100,000, to
pay $15,000,000. Janusry 15, 1870.

At the conclusion of Mr. MacFarlapd’s re-
warks, the latter porion of which was quite
cuustic upon ti:e pretensions of sow.: ol the
swall elaimanis, the Chief Justice announcad
that, supposioe the arzoments would have
heen coocluded to-day, he had wmade engage-
weuts with his professional brethren i Wash-
ington,which would prevent his buing present
to-morrow. cousequently, when the Court ad-
jourued this eveoing, it would be until Wed-
nesduy,

Mr.Smoot began to reply to Mr. Ma cFarland,
aond occupied the time of the Court wotil its
adjournment, which took place at 5 o'clock,
the Uhi:f Justice and Juige Bond, and some

of the counsel in the euse, taking that traio for
Washivgtow,

WASIHISGTON LETTS R

<0 a marg-
¥ partics ip

1 1

[Correspondence of the Alexandrie Gazotte |

WasuiNgron, D, C., Dee. 18, 1875 —A few
days sioee, under u call of the Siuts, in the
House, Major Douglas, of Virgivia. iotroduced
a bill to hmir the Siuking Fuud Cowmissivy-
ers of the Distrlet of Uo'umbia in 1=suing
bonds uwoder the ser of June 20, 1874, and
changing the mode and time of puyiye the in-
terest thereon, the texe of which is s follows :

Whereus, by un set of Congres: sporoved the
twentieth duy of June, vighteen hundred ard
seventy-four, tha Binking Fond Commissioners
of the Listriet of Columbin are authorized to
cause bonds o tha District of C lombis to be

repred in ums: of fifiy and fve hundrod dol-
ars, benring dule Aucust first, elshiesn hun-
dred und sovionty-four, puyaiile lity yosrs After
date, und bearing interest at the rate o1 thres
and sixty-dve Lundredios per centum per si-
num, payable seini-annusily, w be signe! by
the :ecretury snd treasurer of ssid Stnking Fun
Commissioziers, and countersigned by the Comp-
troiis of said District and the Register of the
Treusury of the Uniced Steies for the payraent
of which said bonds the fanbh of the United
States 1= pledzed, by cancing to b lovied upon
the property within said Distriet sw b tazes us
will preside the rever us necessary o pay the
irterest oo zaid Londs ss it may become dur wnd
veyubla and croate wsinking fund for tho pug-
mant of the principsl thereot at maturity ; amd

Whuoress, b7 the provisions of the xet o ove-
seid. o limit or :estriction is Jmposed oz the
Sinking Fued Commicsioners of snid District of
Coiumbia to iz2ue the boads sluressid in num.
ber wnd amount to an unlimited cxtent, theroby
crusitie s ereat deprociation in the market vdye
of :a d bond-, to the injury of said Distriet wand
the Uni ed States «s its gu.rantor, snd loss to
the bona tide holders und owners of said bonds ;
therefure,

Resolved by the Senwte end House of R pre-
sentutives of the United Stutes of Amioricoa in
Longress mssembied, st Lha amouny of the
alresaid bonds heraattar 1o b issged by the
aloresaid Sinking Fund Commissioners be im
ited in mount o she sum of two million Jqoj-
lurs, und no more; and that toe sami annual
Interest necruing upon s.id bonds be pr wided
for and mude puyable by the ganersl annusl
g.]aprnpr'ml,"_nn Lill of the ('-.‘:‘:_L;I’l-:.-, of he United
Suttos

The parpose of the resoludon is Ly restr o
the is-ue of bords, avd the effiet alrendy has
been to advaace their value 2§ per ceat. on the
warker, while ho'ders ape wapased gy sell
even ot the advatee

It iy ot fotendd o ecumit (Cyoares w
the authorizasion, absainrely, of the issue of
any soeetfie amon: t. but t restiiet the Sink-
e Fand Commisstoners from gome by oud
B2 000000, a privilg: they possess ander the
enistiug luw—r1or by it they eau wssae an neefi
pire amennt, and the seensations  bronght
aginst Maj D ouelas, by = Washieut w aper,
ctarging o with aidine o rieg is 0 just wod
uswarranted, sod wast have been wicle vader
an ertire mizapprelension of the 1otent ol the

Fo-day has been the mot guict ar he Capi-
tl sinee the upening of Coneress, Not her
Honseis in session, and a w jority of the
w.mbers betng absenr, 10 Phiiwdelphia, or ot
e, the atresdapes of cisttors Las been
“limited," and there have boen wo seents or
ioeidents with noticiog, 0.

[CoMarNicaTED,

Tue Poor.—Lot me say a word in betaif ol
the poor.  Christ nas 18 here, and to those who
would help them, even io a swall way, [ would
suguest that auy ¢ ntributions, either of woney,
food, or clothes, scur to the O:phan Asylun,
will be equally aud justly disuibuted by the
ladies o! the Union Rolic!on \Y!'duw.ujz'}' vext.
A liwtle from your abuvdane  will give 10 wany
a eomtortable Christmas dinuer, and rest os-
sured your's will be none the less comforratle
trom the knowledge that a hlessiog rests upou
you. For “*blessed is he who considereth the
poor.”” I am not authorized by the suciety to
wake this appeal, but having seen somcthing
of its work, and the good results, tuke this
liberty. Q.

RN

A party of forty huwters from the United
States have been arrested and fiued in Proseote
and Russell counties, Oatario, tur kiliiug deer
out ol season.

Meats, Groceries and Produce,

B. J. REED respectiully invites the sttention
of the public to his choice stock of MEA'TS,
GROCERIES und PRUDUCE, ut his ol stand,
No. 74 South Fairlax sireet,
where be will endeavor o plesse sll who may
fuvor Bim with their pateonaga. Ho hus now
on hund 20000 1bs choive FAMILY BACON . ull
ol his own curing, pu. up expressly ltor iamily
use, eonsisting ol Hams, Brenktust Bucon, Si tes,
Shoulders Jowls, Chine und ~pure Kib, Pure
Leat Lard in smull prekages, expressly for
ismilies, Sausuge Mest, Mince Meat, Dried
Penchos, Cherries und Apples Cranberriss wnl
Pens, Polntves und Beans; also tresh RULL
BUTTER, FRESH MEATS und POULTRY,
of all kinds. All gocds sold chesp for cush,
Pleuse give me a esll dee 20

\JOTICE TO GAS CONSUMERS,
N

Bills for the quarter anding Decomber 154
are now ready lor delivery; All bills paid on
or before the lst of January wiil be st the rate
ot $3 per thousand cuoic feat of gas.  Afier Lthe
Ist of Junuary ten per cent will be added.

dec 20-1w J. RUXBURY, dup't.

‘HANCE FOR A CHEAP OVERCOAT.

/ Over-Contings st Cost

Not wishing to carry over any of our Over-
coutings, we propuse closing them out st cost,
Suitings, Trowserings, &c., at grestly reduced
prices. Several sults wade to order but not
culled for will be sola very cheap.
dec 20 D. F. WITMER CO.

g b

OTICE—AIl parties indebted to Wal. F.
BROOEKES will please make nmmodiste
suttlement with the undersigued,  all necounts
unpaid by the first of Juatary next will be
pluced in other hands for collection.
dec 2-2w P. B. HOOE, Trustee.
FOR RENT—An ELEG.‘!LNII‘{‘RE:;'_I;
DENCE, on Patrick street, near King, fv
very low rent. Apply to W. H. CHAPMAN,

City Hotel, Alexandris, Va. dec

e EE,——,——




